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!
In this edition…!

In this edition of goldenhorseshoe you will find 
much useful information, as is the norm, 
despite the fact that it’s reaching you as winter 
is winding down and we are gearing up for 
spring and #plant15…..we hope!!!
Check out the article about young Halton 
farmers, Meaghan and Norm Richardson.  You 
are sure to be inspired by their ingenuity and 
commitment to agriculture.  There is also a 
piece about the Brant bus tour from last fall, 
that hasn’t had a spot in previous editions of 
the newsletter.  It’s quite something to see 
how the grain we grow is received and 
handled at Parrish & Heimbecker, and how 
fertilizer is managed at Sylvite before it 
reaches your local distributor.!!
The next edition of the newsletter will be out 
shortly and is an overview of many of the 
topics covered at the SoilSmart and 
FarmSmart conferences.!!
Hopefully you managed to get out to one of 
the spring meetings or tours held in your area.  
They were very informative, as always, and a 
great way to connect with other soil and crop 
members.  Watch for coverage of those events 
in the summer edition of the 
goldenhorseshoe. !!
Dates for summer and fall events are starting 
to roll in.  Often the timing for these events 
doesn’t align with the newsletter publication 
dates, so watch the website www.ghscia.com 
for the most up to date information.  !!
  

Janice J. 
ghscia@hotmail.com 
(h) 519-856-2591 (c) 519-994-8619
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Farming Today: Young 
Farmers’ Perspective!
Norm Richardson is a 4th generation Halton 
farmer, starting out in the south end of 
Burlington and more recently establishing 
himself, with wife Meaghan and through 
implementation of the family farm succession 
plan, in the north end of Burlington.  Using 
dad, Joseph Richardson’s equipment and land 
base for assistance, Norm and Meaghan are 
focused on continuing the farm operation and 
expanding on it.  They’ve seen a shift over the 
family’s time farming from feeding people with 
a focus on grain crop production, to feeding 
livestock, particularly horses with a focus on 
hay production, and now back to feeding 
people who have a keen interest in where 
their food comes from.  These young farmers 
are taking all of these factors into account in 
developing their farming business.!

Named after Norm’s grandmother, Mrs. Mabel 
May Burkholder Richardson, who spent her 
life caring for her family and the family farm, 
Mabel May Farms currently focuses on quality 
hay, livestock and grains for a variety of 
markets.  Norm and Meaghan proudly 
continue in the way of life of Norm’s 
grandmother, and to quote from their website 
www.mablelmaryfarms.com,  they “work every 
day to grow quality forages, eggs, meat, and 
garden produce”. !

Norm and Meaghan are farming more than 
600 acres per year, including about 300 acres 
of family owned land, plus rented land and 
custom work.  They are currently working 
alongside Norm’s father, Joseph, and have 
ambitions of expanding the custom operation 
as they further develop the farm business.  
Norm and Meaghan are grateful to have a 
father who is determined to help them 

succeed as the next generation for the farm 
and comment that while Joe offers guidance 
and support, he is also open to new ideas and 
opportunities to ensure the viability of the 
farm.  Meaghan and Norm are also very 
grateful to family friend, Glenn Klodt, who is 
integral to keeping things going in their 
operation.!

In addition to farmgate sales of beef, pork, 
lamb, chicken, ducks, eggs and garden 
produce, Mabel May Farms is making a name 
for themselves in the area in custom hay 
baling, particularly for equine customers.  
They grow several mixes, from pasture 
grasses to high alfalfa mixes and clover, and 
have hay to feed most livestock.  Another part 
of their unique approach is linking customers 
to the hay crop before it comes off the fields, 
allowing them to optimize custom baling 
methods.  They produce small square bales, 
large square bales and large round bales, and 
run a bale baron system that puts 21 small 
square bales together into a pack.  The packs 
can then be shipped two-high in a trailer for 
export, loaded onto a wagon for local delivery, 
or can be placed in the back of a pickup truck.  
The packs can also be placed directly into 
barns, where customers’ have accessible 
storage, or Mabel May Farms will rent out their 
hay elevator.  Norm and Meaghan can deliver 
up 756 small squares or 72 large squares, on 
two wagons, or up to 36 round bales.  Smaller 
volume deliveries are also available.!

Meaghan has found success in online sales of 
hay through their website and 
www.ontariohaylistings.com, greatly 
increasing their customer base and their 
sales.  With an increase in clients, though, 
comes deliveries moving further away and the 
Richardson’s find the Region’s heavily-
travelled roads are getting quite dangerous for 
farm equipment.  Hay production itself is not
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without challenges too – they didn’t bale for over a month last summer due to weather, something 
that hasn’t happened before during Norm’s time farming.  The timeliness of hay also requires 
careful management, particularly when delivery of hay happens at the same time as cutting and 
baling, all while working with a limited labour pool.!

Also with increasing sales comes a need for increased production and an increase in the amount of 
hay storage required.  While they have achieved good leverage of capital so far, they don’t see the 
ability financially to move forward on purchased land but are thinking to expand on rented lands.  
With rented land comes more risk, though, particularly for a multi-year crop like hay.  !

They’ve built a large storage for about 22,000 square bales, which is maximized by using the large 
square baler, but they still need more.  Another challenge is the building restrictions they face, 
being captured by both the Greenbelt Plan and the Niagara Escarpment Plan, as well as the 
conservation authority and having a heritage-registered home on their property.  As a result, they 
can realistically only put buildings on good, arable land, which doesn’t make sense from a 
production perspective, particularly when they are looking to increase their land base.!

The Richardson’s are also consciously working on environmental sustainability in their operation.  
They’ve completed an Environmental Farm Plan and are taking a more holistic approach to their 
crop rotation, aiming for a six-year rotation, with four years in hay and pasture for the last two 
years, where they pasture their livestock.  Typically they would then look at cereals (wheat, oats or 
barley) and some alternative nutrient sources to build organic matter before going back to hay.!

They also underseed all of their grain crops to help with erosion and to build soil structure.  Their 
ability to match the crop with customer needs has meant that they can push their hay crops extra 
years, increasing the return on the planting.!

In addition to the farm business, Meaghan works as coordinator of Feeding Halton, a collaborative
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of social service organizations and the agricultural community formed to reduce overlap and 
inefficiencies in accessing fresh, healthy food.  !

This young couple also dedicates much volunteer time to many agricultural organizations, seeing 
great value in giving back to agriculture and the importance of getting involved.  Meaghan is the 
current president of the Halton Federation of Agriculture, while Norm is past president. Meaghan is 
past president of the Niagara Branch Ontario Institute of Agrologists and holds a professional 
agrologist designation.   Meaghan is also a past director with Niagara South SCIA and a new 
director with Halton SCIA.  Norm is an active member of the Ontario Biomass Producers 
Cooperative, the Halton Agricultural Advisory Committee and the Burlington Agricultural Liaison 
Committee.  They see Halton agricultural organizations being very receptive to new and/or young 
farmers, but there aren’t many around the table and they would encourage others to get involved.!

Norm has a keen interest in antique machinery (even though they love their state-of-the-art baling 
equipment).  He has a Massey 200, as well as a Massey 300 combine purchased new by the 
family in the 1960’s.   Norm is involved with Steam 
Era and provided the winter wheat for the 
threshing competitions in 2014.  The wheat was 
harvested using Norms 1952 Super C and steam 
era equipment but found it hard to complete with 
so many people stopping by to see what was 
going on.  He loved it but says he wouldn’t want to 
harvest thousands of acres that way.!

While already experiencing some success, the 
couple knows they need to keep growing and 
moving forward to continue to succeed.  They are 
constantly educating themselves, improving farm 
management practices, implementing 
environmental initiatives and finding ways to create 
new and better products for their customers.  They are thinking about new ideas moving forward 
and are looking at every option.  The Richardson’s feel that crops such as switchgrass will become 
integral to their future and are planting 20 acres of switchgrass this spring.  They plan to expand 
their pasture raised meat and egg sales, and are exploring the potential for a small farm store 
noting that the local market is becoming increasingly interested in connecting with their farmers.  
They’d like to further explore symbiotic relationships in their operation. And, while they’ve noticed 
the success others have had in growing sweet corn and pumpkins, they’d rather complement than 
duplicate, thinking about ethnic vegetables or perhaps greenhouse vegetables and aquaponics.!

Another key aspect that has contributed to this young farm couples’ success – they have good luck 
with great neighbours and a strong agricultural support network in Halton.  Visit 
www.mabelmayfarms.com  or follow them on Facebook at Mabel May Farms and Twitter: 
@MabelMayFarms, to connect with Meaghan and Norm and to see where their ideas take them 
next.
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Brant Bus Tour – Hamilton Harbour!
Fall 2014!

There’s much to be learned on a soil & crop bus tour – just ask the 25 folks who toured Parrish & 
Heimbecker, Sylvite and the Hamilton Museum of Steam and Technology last fall with Brant 
SCIA.!

P&H Hamilton Terminal has a capacity 
of 49,500mt in two uniquely 
engineered storage structures with 
rapid receiving and boat loading of 
grains. The tour explored the receiving, 
handling, storage, boat loading 
facilities.  The facility was completely 
revamped in 2013 and manages all 
record-keeping electronically.  The 
weigh scale is completely automated 
and controlled from the office, while the 
receiving pits allow unloading almost 
as fast as possible, accepting 750 T/hr corn, 820 T/hr beans and 850 T/hr wheat.  The conveyor 
to the silo is covered and operates under negative pressure for dust control.  From here, boats 
are loaded, either saltys that travel around the world or lakers that travel the great lakes, or the 
grain goes to storage.!!
The two unique, concrete and rebar storage structures each hold 30,000 T and are built with 
immense footings on slag at the habour.  The dome storages are mostly filled by gravity through 
2foot by 2foot holes in the top and the extremely high turnover results in little need for aeration.  
P&H moved 200,000 T of grain through the silos over two months in 2013.  !
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!
Sylvite Agri-Services includes a number of retail outlets throughout Ontario meeting farmer needs 
for fertilizer, pesticides and other cropping inputs and grain marketing. They have a main fertilizer 
terminal at the Hamilton Port which feeds the various retail outlets.  !

 
The group toured a variety of dome and silo storages that hold muriate of potash, urea, 
phosphorous and UAN 28%, and heard about loading and unloading of ships for both liquid and 
solid fertilizers.  !

The group learned that China is the largest fertilizer producer in the world and that much fertilizer 
comes from conflict-ridden parts of the world, driving some of the price volatility.!

!

continued from page 6…

continued on page 8…
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The Hamilton Museum of Steam and Technology, the final stop for the day, gave a glimpse of life 
at the beginning of Canada’s industrial revolution.  !

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!
The museum preserves and demonstrates two 45-foot high, 
70-ton steam engines, which pumped the first clean water 
uphill to the City of Hamilton over 150 years ago.  It’s quite 
remarkable to witness this public works architecture and to 
think about the design and creation of the pumps and 
steam engines without the modern marvels, equipment and 
technology that we utilize today.

continued from page 7…
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IMPROVE YOUR CASH FLOW WHILE SAVING ON INTEREST COSTS UP 
TO $100,000 INTEREST FREE!!
!
ADVANCE PAYMENTS PROGRAM!
The Advance Payments Program is part of the suite of products available from Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada (AAFC) which provides up to $400,000 in cash advances with the first $100,000 
interest free and additional $300,000 at prime!  The program is designed to give you access to 
cash advances of up to 50% of expected market value for crops being planted or stored, or to assist 
with the costs of raising livestock until they are sold at market. The program provides up to 18 
months of financing for commodities that will be sold, such as grains, oilseeds, horticultural crops, 
livestock, greenhouse, nursery and over 4500 additional agricultural products. !

COMMODITY LOAN PROGRAM!

The Commodity Loan Program was developed to assist Ontario Farmers in financing their crop 
planting, cultivating, and harvesting expenses and is available for grains, oilseeds, processing 
vegetables, apples, grapes, and tobacco.  Up to $750,000 is available at Bank Prime Rate based on 
75% of expected market value and can be accessed as early as December for winter wheat.  
Producers must carry Production Insurance and are also to repay advances as commodities are sold.!

How to Apply – Applications Now Available!!
Agricultural Credit Corporation, a not-for-profit farm organization, administers the program for 
producers in Ontario.  Applications for both the Advance Payments Program and Commodity Loan 
Program are available now.  The application process is simple and straightforward and can be 
completed in as little as 20 minutes!  Applications can be accessed by all the following methods:!

• Visiting www.agcreditcorp.ca and downloading the application!

• Complete or request an application over the phone by calling 1-888-278-8807 !

• Request an application by emailing advance@agcreditcorp.ca!

• Online applications coming soon!

http://www.agcreditcorp.ca
mailto:advance@agcreditcorp.ca?subject=APP%2520Application
http://www.agcreditcorp.ca
mailto:advance@agcreditcorp.ca?subject=APP%2520Application
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